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UMASADA, MOSCOW AND MELBOURNEM

When we gather together tuo years after the death of Sam Cohen to do
honor to the memory of a man so widely and deegly loved, no doubt each
oF¥ us who had the privilege of knowing him personally is unconscicusly
asking ourself the question - what of all his gualities is the one
for which we best romember him? For some, bzcausa of his great range
of attributes, this may be difficult, but for me ths answer is simple,
The exuberance - construetive, compassionate, cutgoing exuborance of

Sam Cohen always dominates my recollections of the man,

This is perheps because it was 80 avident in our last meeting just three
or four hours before he died. I met Sam unexpectedly in Adelaide after
he had already completed a long and hard day of cngagements during tho
1969 fFederal election campaign, in the brief spell before he was going
an to that fateful evening meeting and I was to cetch a plane back to
lelbourne, Instsad of the few ninutas of relaxation I had expocted,

Sam Cohen spent the time urging me to go the next evening up to the
Latrobe Valley to speak with him in support of our candidate in that

area,
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My pleas of tight timetables and othep pressures were of little avail
and more or less resignedly I indicated my actuiescence. This seecmed

to dispose of the matter but as I yas getting intoc the car to go to the
airport, Sam must have had some doubts as to my intentions for he burst
threcugh the door, grabbed my arm and said with his infectious enthusiasm,
"I'1l ses you in flelbourne tomorrow. Welve got to do everything we can.
Ihe pcople need a change of Government". There it all wns. The
exuberance, the determination, the concern not fop himsalf but for the

needs of others - and who could resist him?

There is not time nor is it expected that I shall duell at great lenoth
on the various aspects of Sam Cohen's remarkable life and career., As

a Jew he was proud of and was a sourge of great pride to his people.
This sense of identity, from an early time, made him an activist in the

fight against fascism and anti-sanitism,

At the time of the croation of the State of Israsl he was Chairman of
the Public Relations Committee of the Jewish Council to Combat Fascism
and Anti-Semitism, and as such, at the time, he was also Chairman of
the Public Relaticns Committee of the Victoria Board of Deputies. In
this rcle he played a leading part in the Jewish Community!s efforts
to explain and gain support for the nawly created State of Israel in
the general Australian Community, From 1947 to 1951 he travelled
constantly all over Victoria addressing local groups, church Qroups

and Labor Party brnaches on the sub ject,
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He was particularly active in explaining the newly crested State of

Israel in the Trade Union Movement and the Labor Party,

He saw his work with the Jewish Council as the most effective way hg
could work to combat anti-semitism in its varigus manifestations, and
he remained a staunch and devoted supporter of the Council to the end
of hie days., He was one of its most active workers, abls and willing

to go anyuwhsre at any time te explain Jowish issues to Non-Jewish
groups, to build up understanding ond communicatiocn between the Jewish
Community and the general community. He bescame Vice~President of the
Council in 1952 and President in 1956 and rgmained so until he took his

seat in the Senate when he hzad to resign buwcause of pressure of work,

Called to the Ber in 1946 and created Queen's Counsel in 1961 Sam Cohen
had a distinguished career in the law which need have known ng limit had
he not chosen to devoie himself to the political arena. He had a
remarkable ability to absorb focts in the briefest space of time; vyet

I am told that seen through the eyes of fellow practitioners he had

one outstanding and endearing gquality -~ nover to solicitor, client

nor Court did he ever lay any blame on his junior for anything which
went wrong or any mistake which was made. In sharp contrast to ths
practice of some of his loarned brothers who were apt to rum for DT,

any blame involved Sam Cohen always took to bg upon himself,
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Perhaps the best measure of tho impact made by Sam Coheén in the Fedoral
parliamentary Field is that his colleaquos,within five years of his
entry to the Semate in 1962,clected him to the position of Deputy Leader
of the Labor Party in that Chamber, This reflscted at onee their
astimate of his worth @s a forceful, nonstructive orator and also the
affection and loyalty he inspired in men., Frem the wide rangs of his
parliamentary contributions and intorcsts ho will, I believe, bo longest
remembered for his passionate commitmont to the creation of an excellont
Australian education system rclevant to tho Fubture needs of this countrey.
Senator Licnel Murphy, in paying tribute in the Sermete to his late
Deputy, spoke truly when he said that Sam Cohenls philosophy in this
regard was best captured in his 1567 Curtin femorial Lecture at the
University of westefn Australia when, spoaking of the educational

system of the 1970's, Sam said:

"It must also ensure that the student of tomorrow does not become the
dehumanised prisoner of a frenzied drive for efficiency and material
achigvement in the world of technology and invention. GOur education
system must be concerned with poople and therafore with the quality

of life. The 1970's will reguire not rzraly a gquantitive response to
national neaeds for trained professions in many ficlds. What will be
needed is a capacity for understanding both curselves and the praples

of other countries, ospecially those in our part of the world, Asia,
Australia cannot live in a vacuum and massive changes are taking place

not cnly in our country but mmang =il nur neighbours. : e

i
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The products of our educetion system should be trained for living in

this new world and capable gf coming to grips with its realities. They
will be living in a comparatively wealthy eountry in an area where
millions upon millicns af people ge to bed hungry cvery night; where

the battle against poverty, disease and illiteracy is anly just
beginning. They will be living in a world whose population :.....;.T
will double by the end of %his Century ssasee S0 the student of tomorrow
must come tc feel part of a new cnvironment with new challanges. Tha
narrow vtilitarian concept of acquiring krmowledge and skills useful in
earning a living can be no more than = part =~ =an essential part, of

course =~ of the education of Australians in the futuro.®

The translation into reality of Sam Cohen's vision is within our resources.

He would seek, and there could be no greater memorial,

No sketch of this man, howsver summary, can bo left without refersnce to
his devotion toc his family, This was known o be a source of constant
sustonance to him and $the love which he inspired in turn in them is

still to be witnessed in their faces at tho moone mention of his name.

Judith Cohen's understanding of her late husband's character is well

reflected in the nature and purpose of this Memorial Foundation. When
approached by those respensible for the idea of 2 Wwemorial to Sam she
rejected any thought of something #n tho urshangsable forms of bricks

and mortar, -ty



Fer her the memory of Sam Cohen is the memory of & man concernod with
people and of a man with a2 particuler concern for the pesple of Australia

and Israel, their survival and their full development.

find so emerged the concept of an annual memorial lecture to be delivered
by a porson given the opportunity of firet going from this country ta
Israel; no memorial could be so nearly apt for a man who was convinced
that cducation and communciation are fundamental to this survival and

this development,

Fraom what I have said to this point you must know therefore how deeply
conscious I em of the honor that has been done in asking me to be the
inaugural Sam Cohen Memorial lecturer, I thank the Trustees of the
Foundation for that honor; end may I, on behalf of my daughter Susan

and myself, thank them for their gencrosity and imaginatieon in cnabling
hor to accompany me on this journey. Tt was I think as much to my benefit
as hers that she wont with me; with my wife I would add this one rider -
Sua's stay in Israel has fired her with such a single-minded detormination
to roturn av the earliesht opportunity that our expectations as to how

long we might reasonably have expected to kecp her within the family

circle seem to have been considerably Foreshortened!

With the honor goes the responsibility -~ poi merely the normal
responsibility of any lecturer te niiompt to speak well but to be
astringently rclevant on this inaugural oceasion to the essential

character and interests of the man whaso memary we honor.



I have teld you what I believe these were and the title gof this lecture,
"Mzsada, Moscow and Melbournc®, has been chosen accordingly. Som Cohens
as I have just said, had o particular concern for the survival and full
development of the pecple of Israel cnd Australia, It is of thess things

that I wish to speak,

Many of you 4in this audicnee kpow well the story of Mesada, You will
forgive me if I tell it briefly and, nccessarily, inadequately, Nasada

is an immensc outcrap of plateaued rock on the edge of the Judean desert
with a sheer drop of somu thirteen hundrod feet falling away to the
wastern shore of ths Doad Sea. In 66 A.D. the people of the Jewish NMaccabean
kingdom in Palestine which had been overthroun by the Romans i1, the
Previous century,reveltad throughout the country, Buring the next four
years the revoit was crushed, culminating in 70 A.D. in the sacking of
Jerusalem and the destruction of the Temple. The one remaining centre

of Jewish resistance was Masada which had been seized by a small group

of Zealots in 66 A.D., and from this high fortress they continued %o

harass the Romans after the revclt had been generally put down, In 72 A.D.
the Roman Governor, Fiavius Silva with what according to the historian
Josephus amounted to some fiftcen thousand troops and slaves marched on
flasada to exterminate these last resisters, numbering in 21l nine hundred

and sixty-sevan including wemen and childron.
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After the building of cncireling camps, ramparts and = seige that went
into the following yoar & bresch was made by battering ram in the fortress
wall and the Romans withdrow that final evening after the hastily
substituted timber replacements were aflame from their avelanche aof
burning torches, Clearly the Romans would ovurrun the Zealois on the
following day., They would bg nistory, but their commander Fleszar bhen
Yair exhorted them to a coursc of action unique and memorable in the
history of their people. ficcording tc the Josephus, Aleagar 'had a
clear picture of what the Romans weould do to men, women and children
if they won the dey; and death secmed to him the right choice for
them all'. Eleagar concluded his exhartation in these words:

"Let our wives die befdre they are abused and cur children befaore

they have tosted of slevery; and after we have slain them, let us
bestow that glorious bensfit dpon one ancther mutually, and preserve
ourselves in freedom, as an excellent funeral menument for us., But
First let us destroy our manay and the fortress by fire; for I am
well assured that this will be a great grief to the Romans, that

they shall not be able to seize upon our bodies, and shall fail of

our wealth also: and let us spare nothing but our provisicns, for
they will be a testomonial when we are dead that we were not subdued
for want of necessaries; but that, acecording to cur original resulution,

we have preferred death tefooe slavery .

Fach man then despatched his own family and lay beside their bodies
to be slain in turn by the ten who had been chosen hy lat for this

purpcse,
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Ninc of the ten were then killed, and tu take up ths words of Josephus
"he who as the last of all, ...... when he perceived that they ware
all slain, he set fire tc the paiace, and with bhe great ferce of his
hand ran his sword ontirely through himsclf, and fell down dead near

to his own reletigns',

Uhen next morning the Romans expecting battle were informed by two

women who with fivo children had survived by hiding in underground

caverns of what had heppened they - again to use the words of Josephus -
"did not believe it could be as they said; they also attempted to put

the fire out, and quickly cutting themselves a way through it, they

came within the palace, and eo met with the multitude of the slain, but
could take no pleasure in the fact, though it were done to their

enemies. Nor could they do other than wonder at the courage of their
resolution, and at the immoveabls contempt of death which so great a

number of them had shown, when they went through with such an action as

that was',

flasada has beccme more than a memorable part of the histaory of the
Jewish people, The spirit of Masada imbucs Israel today: those who do
not understand this fanmatical determination of the Isreelis to defend
their territory or perish, do not begin to understand that counfry or

the pature of the crisis in the area of which it is such a cpuciel part.
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As soon as we speak of “territory" it is necessary to understand axactly
what the Israeli position is in regard to hor ultimate borders, fAs a
rgsult of tha Six Day War, Bth - 10th Juneg, 1967, Israel Found hersclf

in control of territory now referred to as the "Administered Areas",
which inereased her pre-war dimensions by more than tuo hundred per cent.
This additional territory comprises the Golaon Heights area in the north,
Jerusalem and the West Bank of the Jerdan in the east, the Gaza strip in
the west and in the soukh the whole af the Sinai peninsula from Sharm.el-

Sheikh up to the Sucz Canal,

Two points need to be made about this additiunql territory comprised

within the 1967 ceass~firc lines. First, Israel has no desire gr

ambiticns to retain all this territory as a permanent part of that State.

Seeund, Israel has no intention of withdrawing from these areas other

than in the full context of Security Council Resulution 242 of 22nd

November, 1967 which asserted that "the establishment of g Just and

lasting peace in the fliddle tast ,..,. should include tha anpplication

of both the following principles:

(1) Withdrawal of Israeli armed forces From territories occupied in the
recent conflichs

(2)‘ Termination of all claeims or states of belligerency and respgct for
and acknowledgement of the sovereignty, territorial integrity and
pelitical independence of every State in the area and their right

to live in peace within secure ond recognised boundariss frae from

threats or acts of force sreal
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The Israelis say, and I believe rightly, that the two guestions -
withdrowal end the achisvement of securc and recognised boundaries -
are inextricable and that the exact phraseclagy of the Resolution in
refarring to "territories" and not “all territories" is delibesrate and
meaningful. They are able ts gquote in support the British Government
which was the author of the Seourity Council Resolution, Speaking in
the House of Commcns on 9th December, 1968 the then Foreign Secretary,
Michael Stewart, said:

"ess.0 there is reference in £he vital United National Security Council
Resalution both to withdrawal from territories eand to secure and
recognised boundaries. As I have told the House previously, we beliesve

that theee two things should be read concurrently and that the omission

of the word "all" before the word "territuries" is deliberate,"

It is difficult to imagine anything morc unrealistic than the attitude

ot those who in'the foce of these clecr words, and in the face of

history since the proclamation of the State of Israel on 14th May, 1948
simply say that the answer to the present crisis is for the Israelis
meekly to withdraw te the pre-1967 Six Day %War lipes. For what were

those lines and what was that history? Those lines were in fact the
Armistice lipes drawn up in 1949 betwsen Israel and the States of Egypt,
durdan, Syria, Lebanon and Irag after the armies of those States invaded
Isracl an the 15th May, 1948 just a mattor of hours after its proclamation
as an independent State in accordance with the United Nations Ceneral

Assembly decision of 29th November, 1947,
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It was a history of continued and adament refusal by her neighbours -

if one can use that euphemism - to accept the right of Isracl to a

sacure and independent oxistence. It was a history of ninctecn years
indiscriminate shooting =nd shelling of the kibbutzim im ths northern
Galilee arca from the Syrian held Golan Heights., Could anyorc who has
becn into the remnants of the gun emplacements of the encampments on

those Heights -~ now destroyed in the Six Day War - but fram which
death and devestation was rained down for those ninctecn years seriously
suggest that the Israelis whe now in controlling those Heights are able

to afford protection to their people below should pack up and guistly
walk away? It was a history of commereial blockade of shipping to and
from Israel with the action by Egypt in renard to the Straits of Timan

at tho entrance to the Gulf of Aquaba on 23rd May, 1967 nrecipitating the
war that broke out a fortnight later. Having got rid of the U.N. Emergsncy
force President Masser on that day barrced the Straits to Isracli shipping.
Three days later he doclared - uUphappily I must say in a specch to the
Trade Unions - "I hauve always known that we will be in a position to
demand the remsval of the U.N. Emergency Force, when we have completed
cur preparations. And this is exactly what happened. WNow the war will

be gensral, and our aim -~ the destruction of Isresl.

Again could anyone who has stood at Sharm el-Sheikh beside the two
sﬁattered artillery piecos which dominated the Straits of W.ren -~ the
instruments of war by which her snemies sought to effect her econamic
strangulatimn -~ bripng themselves to the absurdity of suggesting that

the right thing for the iIsraselis is to walk away again?
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The Israelis are simply not going to do these things as a preliminary to
some form of negotiation imposed from ebove; and they uwould be out of
their colloective mind if they contemplated doing so. Their State is
still nct accepted by those with whom they have twice bsen in violent
conflict. Indeed, the leading spokesmen for thoss who have already
saught by war to destroy Israel continus to repeat this intention,
Understandably her Foreign flinister, Abba Eban, szid on 7th Mazch, 1971:
"What is at stake is our lives, our destinies, our vital interests, so
that Israel must be an active partner in fashioning the peace, We are

not the passive object of this procoss,”

In making that statemcnt Abba Eban accuratély reflected the spirit and
mood of his countrymen. They want desperately to talk to those whom

they are prepared to regerd as their neighbsurs, They want to do this
with tho aim of achieving "secure and rogccgnised boundaries free From
threats or acts of force“. In no sense do they identify such boundaries
with tha 1967 cease~fire lines. But those who would believe that these
lines can be charged by Force of arms or, ultimately, that Israsl can

be liquidated forget at their peril the lessons of history. If thess
forces are allowed to be unleashed the world will surely witness a
holocaust, a modern fMasada which should take sven oup tortured conscience

beyond its bsoking point.
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flasada ~ but why Moscow? It is porfectly cleer that without the massive
military and technolagical support being supplied, particularly to Egypt,
by the-Sovist Union there would be no realistic likelitood of a mjaon
attack upon Israel that would have any chance of success, It is to a
rediraction of policy by fMoscow that we have to look if we are to see a
meaningful lessening of tension between Isracl and the Arab States - if
not the creation of a full and co-operative peace at least the removal

of the imminent threat of war, For whether the Arab States will in fact
sit down in conference with Israel will be decided I believe nat in

Cairc, Damascus or Amman but in Moscow.

There are I think some reasons for optimism; for the present Scyiet
position is something of a paradox. The Soviet Union within thrse days
of the proclamation on 14th May, 1948, was onz of the first countries,
with the United States of Amgrica, to recognise the newy Stéte of Israsl:
and it, with the U.5., denounced strongly the invasion of Israel by the
Arab States on the day following the proclamation of its independance,
And the Soviet Union without doubt is still committed to the coneept of

& separate, independent, and viable State of israel, It has I believe

no interest in or desire ts sse war break cut between Isracl and the

Rrab States, Andyet it supplics the mateorials of and capacity for war

tc a country mhose leadership continues publicly to declars its objective
remains the liguidaticn of Israsl, Presumably the Soviet feels that it
can restrainm its alliss but this must become more difficult as the growing
tensions within and betuween the Arab States causes them increasingly to
fashion Israel and a commitmont to its destruction as the basic, indeed

only, unifying element in their otherwise precarious alliance.



o

15.

Indeed the potential dilemma for the Soviet is apparent. While itsclf not
wishing the obliteration of Isracl it is supporting forces which include
substantial elements with this objective, If conflict breaks out it is
clear on the svidernce of tha past that those fareces could only be successful
if the Soviet committed some of its own pecple. \lhers then does the

Soviet stop? If it stops at the point consistent with its assertion af

the viability of Israel it is immediately offside with a significant

section of thase whom it presantly supports and who presently support

it., If on the other hand the Sovist goos further it both risks a wider
conflict thet would he against its own interests and destroys for all

time its internatinnal credibility,

The Soviet Union has no economic imperative to sustain its prasent poglicies
in the Israeli-Arah confrontaticn. It does not need 0il, bsing already

a net exporter and likely to become 2 large not exporter, Similarly}it
does not need cotton and indeed the szme can be said of any of the

significant products of this region.

Quite cléarly the Soviet has chosen to pursue its present policies as
part of its own total security conecept, The Soviet would argue that
no one nation -~ the United States - thas ary more right to he in
the Meditemanean area with its strategic air power supplemented by its
Fleet armed with Polaris missiles capable of heing deployed an the
Soviet Union than has the Soviet itself to be in tho arsa. And here

is the sssential paradox,
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No nation more than Israel undsrstands and accepts this argument. No

country better than Israel understands the Soviet positicn vis~a-~vis
Cermany which has dominated the whole of that country's paost-war European
policies, Like Israel, the U,5.5.R. is a S5tate of recent origin with

only one generation separating their rccognition in this century within
the ipterpatiomal community. Liks Isragl, the U.5.5.R. has twice hadl

its very existence threatensd in armed cunflict, the first ccocasion in
each case heing during the very birth-pangs of the State. As with Israel,
thege oxperiences formed in the Sovielt a complex about their territorial
security and fashioned a determination that the integrity of their

borders was not geoing to be left tu the wishes and caprics of other peogple.
No Soviet lesder with any sense of the histery and pslicies of his cwn
country could stand on the Golan Heights gr at Sharm el-Sheikh and say

to the Israslis:

"Walk away from here and then we’ll arrange some talks about a peaceful

settlement that will be guaranteed by someone else.”

Masada may be difficult to comprehend in some of the capitals of the
world, It should be well and sasily understoccd in Mascow. This does
not mean that consistency or the parellelism of histary will or should
finally determine the foreign polinies of the Soviet Union any more than
these consideratisns have determined the policies uf the United States
or any other power in the world. I am suggesting however thai the
remarkable comparisons that can be seen in these respects between the
two countries should enable the Scviet Unien fully to appreciate the

Isrgeli attitude ~ as is ecertainly the case in reverse,
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I believe it would not be unreasonsble to hape that the Soviet from that
appreciation would see its own self-intcrest to be served by using its
tonsiderable influence in an attempt to bring the Arab States to tho
negotiating table with Isrzael, The dilemmas and the paradoxes of its
present position are apparent. The benefits For the Soviet of such &

new emphasis as I suggest are manifest. Firet, it would go far to remcve
tha threat of war which is no less against its own interssts thamn any other
nation., Second, in the striving for saome degree of normalisation of
international relaticns it would give the Soviet an initiative and
credibility at a time when the centre of the stage has been taken by the
United States and China., Third, it would secure an acknowledgement by
Israel of the right for a Russian presence in the area. fourth, if
associated with a resumption of diplbmatic relations with Israsl it ﬁould

enable a clossr and better understanding »f developmente in the r2gion,

Achieving such changes in policies ond relations botween countrigs is not
something thet happens guickly. It is something that I belisve is vital
for the certain viability of Isrecl and the defusing of what is now the

area of greatest denger to world peace. It reguires much patient talking
and negotiation. It dves nct require ot demand eifher on the part of the
parties principal or those concerned to assist them the endursemantﬁof

unacceptable ideologies and practices; morely an understanding that the

price of refusal to communicate and nogotiate is toc awescme to econtemplate,

Sam Cohen, I know, would approve and hoid these things to be central.
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flasada, Moscow -~ and Mlelbourne, This inaugural memorial lecture to
Sam Cohen could not be complete without talking about Australia, the
country which with Isracl he loved so deeply and for whose future he wes
so much concerned. Wle who are residents of this city hasten to assure

our fellow Australians who do rnot have that privilegs that we know it is

not formally recognised as the capitsal of Australia. But Sam Cohen was

a man of Melbourne, this inaugural lecturc to honor his memory is being
delivered in his ecity and I know I will therefore on this cvceasion be

excused for using it as synonomous with Australia,

It is most apprcpriate that I should develop these observations in relation
to what is happening within Israel not marely because as I have said these
were the two countries closest tc Sam Cohen?s heart but because the
compariscns and contrasts are I belipve intrinsically useful. The most
obvious contrast between the two countriss is the cohesive, dynamic sense
of purpose that pervedes Israel. There is a number of reasons for this
but undoubtedly the most significant is the common ccnscicusness of the
citizens of Israsl that they are part of a country under siege-. And here
of course is znother paradox,. The Isreplis arc dedicated to achieving a
peaceful settlement with the Arab States; they will to the oxtent of
their success in reaching this objective blunt the edge of this dynamic,
But this effect will be marginal beceusc Isrzoel is a young nation,
pragmatic, intent upon structuring its methods, instituticns and resources

tu the needs of the Future,
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By contrast ﬁustraiia brings to mind the story of Sheridan, the playwright
and Whig politician renowned both for his wit and independence of mind
which often led him tu vote against his Party in the House of Commons.

On one oecasion when trenchantly attacking a picce of proposed Whig
legislation he obsorved: "I haye often heard of people banging their
heads against brick walls, This is tha first vccasion I have heard of

people building walls expressly for that purpose."

We have in this country built and perpetuated a structure of walls in tho
Forms cof ovur Federal-State constitutional arrangements.against which the
heads of our Australian people are being needlessly banged 8VBTY day:

for the Israelis their history is an inspiration, an impetus to progress,
For Australia gur history and the present sonstitutionel and institutional
manifestations of that history are a constent brake upan ecunomic growth
and the full development of our human and notural resources, Is it
possible to imagine anything mere absurd than that our present structurs
of govermnment and division of constituticnal powers should reflect the
meanderings of explorers in the British colonies of more tham a century

agsc,

When will we understand that this is no academic lament? I have
reforred on innumerable occasions to the 1959 Report of the federal
all-Party Joint Committee on Constitutional Review whick sassertad that
the Commonwealth whose respunsibility'it was "to safeguerd and promote
the economic welfare of the community of Australia® possessed limited

powers which "did not permit the development of an intenrated economic

policy",
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We have paid a heavy price for this stupidity, Despite the trumpetings
of those who during almost & gemeration have bosn "responsible for our
courttry, that Australia has had an outstanding rate of cconumic growth -
the latest oFFering'I believe of our current Prime Minister is that we
have "an economy thet can lead the world® - the facts are hard,

indisputable and comfortiess,

The World Bank shows us as twenty-first out of twenty-four in the rates
of growth of countriss with = per capita income of $U.5.2000 and vver.
The contrast with Israel is stark, Between 1950 and 1989 the per capita
rate of growth of tho Gross National Product in real terms in Isragl was

4,8%; in Australia at 2.4% it was exactly balf,

The particular reflection of this consticvutional insanity which concorned
Sam Cohen above all else was in the figld of education, Here the histomy
of buck-passing betwesn Commanwealth and States has produced, in this
country which could afford the best; in fact o shambles of an cducation
system. Under this system which involves by international standards a
parsimonious percentage allocatiun of sur rgsources, hundreds of thousands
of young people are being deliberately denied the full training to which
their intrinsic talents entitic them. Sam Cohen knew that this was:not
only morally wrong but that in wasting your most valuahlc resource -
human talent -~ it was shoer economic madness; and he thundercd against

it,
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Sam Cohen fought 21l his life ageinst discrimination, against the
attempts by society tc alienate and divicde itself with hatred by oroup
against group. This was in part a rgaction tou the persecution and
destruction of his own people. But it alsc came fFrom a realisatign that
no society, national or international, in which the deliborate creaticn
of diviseveness is made a cornerstone of policy can hope to realise its
full potential. This did not mean for him that there should not be
sharp criticism of those tc wham you were opposed or, in partieular,
that there should be restraint from e Ferceful advocacy of his profound
belief in a socialist scciety. Thess things he could, and did, rightly

distinguish,

I believe therefore that Sam Cohen would bo profoundly concerned at the

emerging pattern of politics in this country,

To the deliberate perpetuation af ronstitutional anachronisms which he
s0 well knew opsrated against the interzsts of the people for whem he
cared is being added a new dimensicn - the divisive and diversionary
dimension which involves the deliberate ersation of bitterness and

hatred, the refusal teo debate issues on their mertis,

Sam Cohen more than most men knew the patential danger of this tactic.
His people in many lands had paid the ultimate sacrifice in situations
which had developed from its usage. If he were still alive he would

be warning us all against a cheap and casy resort to the tactie in this

countoy,
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Sam Cohen had an acute sense and koowledge of histsry., He used that
sense tu see how men could best Fashicn their relatisns and institutions
to release the full stream of their oreative talents, If that thought
can in any way inspire gur actions, we will well remember him,

To Conelude

In a word that no man Sould utter with more sincerity than Sam Cohen

-

Shalom,




