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Using Find it  
 

What is Find it?  

Find it is a software program that searches for the full text of publications. 

The Find it logo may appear when you are searching for material in a database.  

The logo looks like this: 

 

This button appears when you are searching a database that does not have the full text of all 

material described . Academic Search Premier, for example, is a multid isciplinary database that 

describes thousands of journal articles but does not provide full text for all of these. In a 

database such as Academic Search Premier you will encounter descriptions (records) with and 

without links to the full text of articles. Where no full text link appears, the Find it button 

appears instead . 

For example, look at these results from a search in Academic Search Premier: 

 

Important: In some databases, there will be a full text link and a Find it button. Have a look for 

any full text options first! 

 

How do I use Find it? 

1. Do your database search 

2. If a title looks interesting, first check out the abstract/ su mmary (if 

available) to make sure that the publication is useful for your research  

3. Look for any full text links within the database, and  if available, use these 

4. If no full text links are available, select the Find it link 
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After selecting the Find it link, a screen similar to this will appear. See the notes for 
information on each part of the screen. 

 

 

What is happening when the article link does not open up the full text? 

These are some of the possible explanations: 

 You may have been taken to a page where you have to make further 

selections to access the full text. Here is an example where a Find it link has 

been selected  in Academic Search Premier and the following screen from the 

ScienceDirect database has opened: 
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 The full text of the article may not yet be available online (is it very recent?) 

 The citation details may not be entered  correctly – check that title, issue no. 

etc. are correct 

 The article may take some time to download if it is a large file or if you have 

a slower internet connection 

 The article may not be subscribed  to by the University through that database 

Report errors using the Report an Error link in the lower right corner of the Find 

it screen.  

 

What do I do when there is no article link? 

If Find it does not provide an article link to the online full text of the article, first of 

all check the following: 

 Even if there is no article link, is there a journal link or resource link under Content is 

available via the following links? If there is, select it and  try to navigate to the full text 

of the publication you’re looking for.  

 What format is the item you’re looking for? If it’s not a journal article but a different type 

of publication such as a book chapter, book, conference paper or thesis, you might see a 

screen similar to the following: 

 

 



 

CRICOS No: 00121B  Lorien Delaney  Using Find  it April 2009 

 4 

 

 

 

If this happens, go back to the database results screen and have a look at the citation 

details. For example, for the publication above:  
 

 

The SO or Source (title) details reveal that this is a paper from a book of conference 

proceedings.  

When there is no article link, you can: 

 Make Find it search the UniSA Library Catalogue. If you’re looking for a 

journal article, select By ISSN (unique journal number) in the Find it screen. 

If the reference is to another resource, such as a book, select By title. 

 

 Alternatively, search the Catalogue yourself by cutting and pasting the title 

into the Library Catalogue. It’s important to search for the title of the book, 

book of conference proceedings or journal rather than individual chapters, 

papers or articles. In the Standard  Catalogue, change the Search: within 

menu to Title (omit a, an, theéas the first word) if you’re looking for a 
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publication such as a book, thesis, conference proceedings or report, and  to 

Journal Title if you’re looking for a journal. 

For example, to search for a journal title in the Standard  catalogue: 

 

In the new catalogue (Catalogue 2.0), select Title from the drop down menu and 

if searching for a phrase, such as australian journal of rural health, enclose this 

in double quotation marks “”. Where a large number of results is retrieved , the 

Narrow Search menu to the right of the results screen can be used  to increase the 

relevancy of your results. 

For journals: 

If the catalogue states that the publication is held electronically, check the 

Holdings information to see if the issue with the article you’re interested in is 

available via the blue Access or Linked Resources links. Find it might have 

made a mistake, and failed  to locate available full text.  

For all publications: 

If no online copy is available, check any print hold ings to see if the Library 

has the publications in print. If you’re not at the campus where the material is 

held , you can place a request for a book chapter, journal article or conference 

paper using the Intercampus Document Delivery Service (Library home page 

Ƃ Services column: Support for students Ƃ  Intercampus Document 

Delivery Service).  

 

What do I do when UniSA Library does not have the publication Iôm looking for? 

If UniSA Library does not hold  the publication in print or have access to it online, 

you can try other options. 

 You could  search other Library Catalogues (e.g. Adelaide University) to see 

if another library holds the publication. UniSA staff and  students can borrow 

books in person at Flinders University and Adelaide University upon 

http://www.library.unisa.edu.au/services/borrowing/requests.asp
http://www.library.unisa.edu.au/resources/libcats/default.aspx
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presentation of their UniSA ID cards (there are some restrictions – see UniSA 

staff and  students borrowing from other institutions (Library home page Ƃ 

Services column: Borrowing Ƃ Borrowing from other institutions).  

 If you are a staff member or Higher Degree by Research student, you may be 

able to request an interlibrary loan (Library home page Ƃ Services column: 

Interlibrary loans and document delivery). 

 Search for the publication online using tools such as: 

o Google Scholar 

This is a free service for searching scholarly literature. It includes peer -

reviewed papers, theses, books, preprints, abstracts and  technical reports. 

o OAIster 

OAIster provides access through one search interface to millions of freely 

available online publications from over one thousand sources such as 

institutional repositories and d igital libraries. 

o Scirus 

This science specific search engine searches a variety of sources including 

the web, repositories and journal databases.  

Unless the publication is crucial to your research, it may be worth looking for others 

that you have access to through UniSA Library! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.library.unisa.edu.au/services/borrowing/reciprocal.asp
http://www.library.unisa.edu.au/services/borrowing/reciprocal.asp
http://www.library.unisa.edu.au/services/borrowing/reciprocal.asp
http://www.library.unisa.edu.au/ill/default.asp#Whocan
http://www.library.unisa.edu.au/googlescholar/search.asp
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/b/bib/bib-idx?c=oaister;page=simple
http://www.scirus.com/srsapp/advanced/index.jsp?q1=

